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Context
City of Minneapolis: By the Numbers

Miles of Streets 1,000

Miles of Sidewalks 1,910

Miles of Bikeways 220+

Miles of Pedestrian Priority Network 
Sidewalks

596

Individual Land Parcels 129,370

Average Annual Snowfall 52 inches

Average Number of Snow Emergencies 4 (2016-2022)

Average Number of “Snow Events” 23
Photo by Lane Pelovsky Courtesy of Meet Minneapolis



Snow and Ice Control Spending

$16.2 Million
$17.2 Million

$11.3 Million
$12.7 Million

2018 Actual 2019 Actual 2020 Actual 2021 Actual

Total Snow and Ice Control Spending



Who Does What? 



Partners

• MPRB – snow and ice control on 
park trail and sidewalk system.

• Metro Transit – snow and ice 
control at some transit stations.

• US Bench (bus bench license 
holder) – snow and ice control at 
their bus benches.

• CPED – snow and ice control at 
their property inventory.

• Special Service Districts – snow 
and ice control within their 
boundaries.

• Residents and Property owners 
responsible for nearly 130,000 
parcels



Study History 

2018

• Pedestrian & Bicycle Winter Maintenance Study (WMS)

• Supplemental Report on Sidewalk Snow & Ice Control

2020
• Transportation Action Plan (TAP) Walking & Bicycling 

Strategies

2022

• Sidewalk Snow & Ice Council Study Session (October)

• PWI Sidewalk Snow & Ice Update (December)

2023
• Legislative Directive (February)



2018 Pedestrian and Bicycle WMS 
& Supplemental Report
• WMS identified alternative 

winter maintenance options to 
enhance quality and consistency 
while improving safety, 
accessibility and mobility
• Includes 8 pedestrian winter 

maintenance options and 4 bicycle 
options

• Supplement Report on Sidewalk 
Snow and Ice Control:
• Proactive sidewalk inspection pilot
• Expanded opportunities for 

assistance programs



2020 Transportation Action Plan

• Walking Strategy 4: Improve 
winter walking and rolling

• Bicycling Strategy 6: 
Maintain the All Ages & 
Abilities (AAA) Network to 
provide year-round access

• Street Operations Action 
9.4: Inspect and enforce 
non-compliance of 
pedestrian walkway clearing 
at construction sites 



Council and Committees

• Council Study Session 
(October 2022)

• Public Works & 
Infrastructure 
(December 2022)

• Legislative Directive 
(February 2023)



Winter Maintenance Study 
Update Approach
• Evaluate actions complete 

or in-progress
• Incorporate TAP associated 

winter maintenance Action 
Items

• Evaluate new alternative 
winter maintenance 
options

• Updating review of local 
and other City and Agency 
snow clearing programs

• Update cost estimates and 
assumptions



2018 Study Pedestrian Options
Pedestrian Winter Maintenance Options Status

Designate a Winter Pedestrian Priority Network Complete

Implement Sidewalk Clearing Inspection & Enforcement Process Improvements Complete

Implement Snow and Ice Clearing Assistance Programs for Select Populations Started

Develop an Expanded Sidewalk Winter Maintenance Awareness Campaign Complete & 
Ongoing

Update and Improve the City’s Winter Maintenance Webpage Complete & 
Ongoing

Enhance Winter Maintenance Data Collection Ongoing

Implement a Partial City-led Sidewalk Clearing Program Further study

Implement a City-wide Sidewalk Clearing Program Further study



TAP Walking Strategy 4 Actions
4.1 Education + awareness campaign about sidewalk snow and ice removal 

ordinance

4.2 Collaborate with NCR to create a list of community resources for clearing 

sidewalks 

4.3 Work in partnership with Metro Transit to develop enhanced winter 

maintenance standards 

4.4 311 communication and issue resolution

4.5 Consider further streamlining inspection process 

4.6 Consider adding financial penalties to properties out of compliance 

4.7 Evaluate feasibility of changing ordinance for faster compliance requirements

4.8 Continue to pilot, evaluate and implement winter maintenance processes; 

focus on equitable outcomes  

4.9 Evaluate corner clearing program and pedestrian pushbutton design guidance

4.10 Conduct review of Pedestrian & Bicycle WMS on a biennial basis  



The Pedestrian 
Priority Network
• The Pedestrian Priority Network (PPN) 

is a grid of streets that represent 
where people frequently walk 

• The network is 298 miles of streets and 
approximately 596 miles of sidewalk.

• 44 street miles of the PPN falls within 
Special Service Districts.



Expanded Winter Maintenance
Awareness Campaign



Update + Improve City Webpage

• Public dashboard 
provides 
information and 
sidewalk snow 
and ice incidents.

• 1,600+ views 
since launch.

https://www.minneapolismn.gov/government/government-data/datasource/sidewalk-
snow-ice-incidents-dashboard/

https://www.minneapolismn.gov/government/government-data/datasource/sidewalk-snow-ice-incidents-dashboard/


Accelerated Corner Clearing

• In 2020, recognizing the challenges of pedestrian 
ramps at the corners of the block, Mayor and 
Council funded accelerated corner clearing 
($300,000).

• Focuses on 7,000 pedestrian priority corners within 
the pedestrian street light corridors.

• Funded allowed the city to go from 4-5 days to 
clear pedestrian priority corners to 2-3 days after a 
snow emergency.



2018 Study Bicycle Options
Bicycle Winter Maintenance Options Status

Designate a Winter Bicycle Priority Network Started

Develop a Bikeway Winter Maintenance Awareness Campaign Not started

Define Standard Level of Service for Clearing Winter Bicycle Priority Network Not started

Develop a Regional Winter Bicycle Priority Network Not started



TAP Bicycling Strategy 6 Actions
6.1 Develop and implement a written AAA Network Maintenance Plan 

6.2 Require low-stress bikeway detours/temporary bike lanes for construction impacts

6.3 Implement and fund proactive inspections of bikeway detours/construction 

impacts

6.4 Consider opportunities to improve the pavement condition of bikeways 

6.5 Replace all missing bicycle bollards on protected bikeways each spring by June 1st

6.6 Inspect and maintain trail and bike lane pavement condition 

6.7 Improve the pavement condition along the AAA Network 

6.8 Sweep the AAA Network once a week during spring, summer, and fall

6.9 Prioritize clearing snow and ice on the AAA Network within 24 hrs of a snow event 

6.10 Determine best way to ensure neighborhood greenways have the same snow 

and ice clearance LOS as trails and protected bikeways.

6.11 Conduct review of Pedestrian and Bicycle WMS on a biennial basis 

6.12 Increase lighting on the AAA Network for bike lanes



Timeline

• Advisory Committee Presentations
• PAC P&P February 27, 2023

• BAC 5Es March 7, 2023

• Advisory Committee Updates
• Summer 2023

• Final Update Winter 2023



Questions 
and 

Thank You


